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to reach right into the core of events, his terse and
epigrammatic definitions and his original way of think-
ing as shown in his ability to comprehend even the most
involved and delicate conceptions.
But what I value in him most of all is his great
courage. This is not only personal, the courage of the
soldier, but it has become that even greater courage
which consists in holding fast to your convictions amid
all the circumstances and discouragements of life. He
has a keen sense of national dignity and he makes this a
criterion and estimate of the affairs of State.
Coming now to my own personal views and experi-
ences, I cannot abstain from dwelling on a point which
will appeal to all who know anything about the con-
ditions of a diplomatic service, and that is the sense of
complete security which any who work with him feel
and enjoy. He is always ready to assume full responsi-
bility for any honest work done by them, even if, as
sometimes happens, such work has been followed by
consequences which have arisen from a mistake. c He
has a great deal of what the French call esprit, as the
author of this book says, * and his ironical and caustic
comments sometimes penetrate to that deeper side of
life where the comic abuts on the tragic. . . . But all
these qualities are suffused and ennobfed by a religion
of honour, the inspiring force of which was revealed in
the peroration with which he concluded his speech in
the Seym when announcing the British guarantee/
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